CARDINAL s

The Cardinals I would propose to Your Holiness are the
Archbishops of Paris and Lyon, and the Bishops of Troyes
and Autun. The Archbishop of Paris is known to Your
Holiness: he is full of virtue, and though he is 93, he still
retains his memory and his physical powers. The Arch-
bishop of Lyon is a young man with fewer claims, but he is
marked out by his high moral character, and by my special
regard for him, as a near relation of my own. The Bishop of
Autun is a worthy old man of 84: he suffered much under
the Revolution, spending a long time in prison. His virtues,
have enabled him to triumph over all changes of fortune.
It was the Bishop of Troyes who played the most decisive
part in inducing the bishops in London to obey Your
Holiness' orders. He too is a very old man. He has been a.
great success in his diocese. In learning and knowledge he
is one of the most distinguished men the Gallican church
has ever had.

Your Holiness will see that I have not put forward the
Bishop of Orleans. I will say quite frankly that I should
like you to tell him that you will nominate him on the
first opportunity; but I do not think it in the best interests
of religion to give a cardinal's hat at this moment to a man.
who has indeed been of great service to us, but who, in.
those unhappy times, took too prominent a part in the civil
war. The government would derive more embarrassment
than benefit, at the present moment, from his promotion.
As, however, I gave him a sort of promise that I would
some day ask Your Holiness to give him this appointment,
you will be able to nominate him to the first vacancy; and it
cannot be long coming, since three out of the four candi-
dates I have put forward are over 80 years old.

I hear from indirect sources that Your Holiness has
experienced considerable difficulty in your relations with.
Russia. I think that, in dealing with this power, you should
play for time as much as possible. The Emperor really pays
no attention to requests that come to him through his
Cabinet; so that, if Your Holiness has to answer him, it is
better that you should do so yourself, by a brief addressed to
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